CLASSY ANIMALS

BENCHMARKS and TASKS
SC.D.1.1.2The student knows that life occurs on or neasstivéace of the Earth in land, air, and
water.
SC.F.1.1.5The student compares and describes the structumedcteristics of plants and
animals.
SC.G.1.1.4The student knows that animals and plants carsseceted with their environment
by an examination of their structural charactesssti
The student groups animals according to their giratcharacteristics.
The student classifies vertebrate groups of aniemimammals, reptiles, bir
amphibians, or fish, according to their charactiess

KEY QUESTION
How do scientists classify vertebrates? =

BACKGROUND INFORMATION %
There are millions of species of plants and anirmathe world. Today scientists believe there
could be as many as 30 million species of anintédsv do we keep track of all these plants and
animals? Scientists use a system of classificaferntebrates are classified into five groups:
Mammals warm-blooded, have hair or fur, born alive

Birds warm-blooded, have feathers, lay eggs
Fish cold-blooded, have scales, gills, fins;éggs
Reptiles cold-blooded, skin, can live in wateoarland

Amphibians smooth skin, can live in water or omda

MATERIALS

Teacher Per group

scissors baggie of animal cards
pre-made classification poster glue or paste

additional pictures of animals large sheet ofstauction paper

TEACHING TIPS

The teacher may use the pictures provided or wsgbdriown. Prepare a baggie of animal cards
for each group. This activity is to expose primsiydents to animal classification. Second grade
students should not be expected to memorize thacteaistics of each animal group.

Prepare a poster showing the 5 groups of animaldhaeir characteristics given in the
Background Information.

ENGAGE

Choose 2 pictures each of mammals, birds, fishileepand amphibians. Ask students to name
the animals. If the students use the classificatoms (alligator is a reptile), be happy, but don’
expect them to know all five.

Tell the students they will be using picture calput animals into groups.
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EXPLORE

Give each group a baggie of animal cards andHeihtto sort the pictures into any reasonable
groupings. Have students share how they groupedrtimeals.

Ask:

How did you group your animals?

Are there other ways they could be grouped?

Challenge students to group the animals into 5ggou

Give students time to share how they grouped #reémals. When students give a grouping,
write the animals on the board and supply the flegBon name of the group.

EXPLAIN

Bring out the poster and talk about the charadtesi®f each group.

After discussing the animals mammalstell students to sort all of their pictures thaget the
description of mammals. Have students share thammal group.

Continue with each group until all pictures ar¢ha 5 groups.

Ask:

What do mammals have in common?

What do birds have in common? reptiles? amphibidiss?

Which group is usually selected as pets?

EXTEND/APPLY
1. Have each group make a bar graph out of the peghiewing the 5 groups of animals.
Paste or glue the pictures onto construction paper.
2. Have additional pictures of vertebrates, pictufestadents’ pets, and pictures the
students have cut out of magazines and broughass available for classification.
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