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LISTENING LOTTO 
 
BENCHMARK and TASKS  
SC.A.1.1.1 The student knows that objects can be described, classified, and 
compared by their composition (e.g., wood or metal) and their physical properties (e.g., color, size, and 
shape). 

·  The student uses senses to make observations about the physical properties of objects (e.g., 
color, shape, mass, capacity, form, texture, size, position, speed, and composition). 

·  The student compares and classifies objects and living things according to one or two attributes 
and explains a system of classification (e.g., metals or plastics, rough or smooth). 

 
KEY QUESTION  
Do all things make the same sound? 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
All science is based upon observations.  Scientists use their senses and extensions of their senses to 
see, touch, hear, and otherwise view the world, observing its characteristics and behaviors as 
objectively as possible.  They use the evidence of their senses to obtain the information upon which 
scientific work is based. 
Sensory observation is fundamental to young students as they learn about the world around them.  We 
must teach students to use their five senses – seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting and touching – to 
explore and describe their surroundings and themselves.  Through exploration, students should become 
aware that different senses provide different information, and that we often use them in conjunction 
with each other. 
The Sense of Hearing: The outer ear flaps catch sound waves and funnel them into the auditory canal, 
where they strike the eardrum. Vibrations occur and travel to three tiny bones (hammer, anvil, and 
stirrup) in the middle ear. These bones transmit the vibrations to a membrane that covers the opening 
of the inner ear. There the cochlea (a fluid-filled tube) responds.  Hair-like receptors send nerve signals 
to the brain, and we hear sound. 
 

MATERIALS  
Teacher       
1 box or bag with a sound-making object inside  
sound-making objects as depicted on the picture sheet to place in boxes or bags: keys, scissors, whistle,     
   bell, drum, pencil, stapler, xylophone, cabinet door, ball 
Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear? by Bill Martin and Eric Carle. 
Song, What Can I Hear? By Suzy Gazlay, AIMS Sense-able Science book. 
I Hear by Burton, French, and Jones (Benchmark Education Company) 
 

Per student 
Listening Lotto gameboard 
Listening Lotto picture sheets 
8 Unifix cubes or markers 
glue 
scissors 
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TEACHING TIPS  

1. If some materials are not available, feel free to substitute. 
2. Place the object in the box or paper bag. (e.g., bell, keys, ping-pong balls – any object that 

makes a sound when someone shakes the box/bag.) 
3. Two Listening Lotto Picture sheets are provided for your choice. 
4. You may choose to make a recording of the sounds and play the tape for the students rather 

than making the sounds each time. 
 
DAY ONE 
ENGAGE 

1. Read and discuss the book, Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear? by Bill Martin and 
Eric Carle. 

2. Show the box/bag to the class. 
3. Ask:    

How could we find out what is in a box/bag without opening it? 
Discuss students’ ideas about how to discover what is in the box/bag. 

4. Call on a student to shake the box/bag and make a guess about what is in it. Record the guess. 
5. Continue calling on students to shake the box/bag and make a guess until each student has had 

a turn. Record all guesses for the box/bag. 
6. Discuss clues (sounds, mass, motion, etc.) students used to determine what was in the box/bag. 
7. Have a student open the box/bag and reveal the contents to the rest of the class. 
 

EXPLORE 
1. Distribute one Listening Lotto gameboard and one Listening Lotto picture sheet to each student. 
2. Review the pictures on the sheet to be sure that students recognize all of the pictures before 

starting the game. 
3. Distribute glue and a pair of scissors to each student. Have the students cut on each of the lines 

on the picture sheet. 
4. After all of the pictures have been cut out, tell students they may select any eight pictures to 

glue onto their Listening Lotto gameboard. Discard the pictures that were not used and collect 
the completed gameboards. (Be sure students’ names are on the boards before collecting them.) 

 
DAY TWO  
EXPLORE 

1. Review previous day’s activities.   
2. Distribute the Listening Lotto gameboards the students made the previous day. Give each 

student eight Unifix cubes and tell them to place the cubes on the words “Listening Lotto” at 
the top of the gameboard. 

3. Tell students that you are going to make different sounds. Whenever they hear a sound that is 
on their gameboards, students should place a Unifix cube on the matching picture. 

4. Ask students to close their eyes and listen to the sounds once before the game begins to help 
them become familiar with each sound. Call on students to identify each sound as you make or 
play it. 

5. Once the game begins, the sounds should be made until a student covers the whole gameboard 
with Unifix cubes and calls out, “Hear!  Hear!” 

6. The game can be played several times. (Students could also trade gameboards so that they     
are listening for different sounds.)        
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EXPLAIN  

1. After playing Listening Lotto several times, discuss the game. 
2. Ask: 

Which sounds were the easiest to identify? Why? 
Which sounds were the most difficult to identify? Why? 

 
EXTEND/APPLY  

1. Review the different sounds that were heard. Are they all pleasing sounds? 
2. Can students think of sounds that are not pleasing to hear? (fire alarm, chalk on chalkboard, 

loud motor, etc.) 
3. Discuss outside sounds and inside sounds. Have students name as many inside/outside sounds 

as possible. List their responses on the board. 
4. Sing the song, What Can I Hear? 
5. Read and discuss I Hear. 

 
ASSESSMENT 
As you observe your students, look for these behaviors: 

·  Are they discriminating sounds? 
·  Can they put a name to the sounds? 
·  Are they making realistic predictions? 
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Listening Lotto 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Science K, Unit 1 
8/1/03 

Orange County Public Schools, Orlando, Florida 

 

10 

 
Listening Lotto Pictures 
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Listening Lotto Pictures 

 


