GRADE 2
SCIENCE ORDER OF INSTRUCTION

1%t Nine Weeks

2"9 Nine Weeks

3" Nine Weeks

4™ Nine Weeks

Body of Knowledge:

Earth and Space
Science
(8 benchmarks)
Big Idea 7: Earth

Systems and Patterns

Big Idea 6: Earth
Structures

Body of Knowledge:

Physical Science
(7 benchmarks)

Big Idea 8: Properties of

Matter

Big Idea 9: Changes in
Matter

Body of Knowledge:

Body of Knowledge:

Physical Science
(5 benchmarks)

Big Idea 10: Forms of
Energy

Big Idea 13: Forces and

Changes in Motion

Life Science
(4 benchmarks)

Big Idea 14:
Organization and
Development of
Living Organisms

Big Idea 16: Heredity
and Reproduction

Big Idea 17:
Interdependence

Big Idea 1: The Practice of Science

The Practice of Science benchmarks should be introduced during the first nine weeks, and then embedded
in all science lessons throughout the year as they blend easily with teaching inquiry and are the basis of an
activity/lab-based science classroom. Second grade students ask and investigate questions in teams,
generate explanations, compare group observations, learn to distinguish between observations and
inferences, and explain that scientific investigations should yield similar conclusions when repeated. Lab
safety and the use of scientific tools should also be introduced at the beginning of the year and re-
addressed throughout the year.

Rationale for Grade 2 Order of Instruction:

15t Nine Weeks

Earth and Space Science is taught during the first nine weeks because hurricane season gives
teachers the opportunity to connect lessons and discussions to real-world experiences. These
benchmarks involve investigations of temperature, precipitation, evaporation, severe weather
preparedness, and wind. This Body of Knowledge also includes investigations of rocks and soil.
Teaching this Body of Knowledge at the start of the year also gives teachers an opportunity to set up
long-term investigations/observations.

2" Nine Weeks

The Physical Science Body of Knowledge is a major focus for second grade with twelve benchmarks
and requires two nine-week periods for completion. Students will explore matter during the 2" nine

weeks.

3" Nine Weeks

The Physical Science Body of Knowledge will continue during the 3™ nine weeks as students explore
forms of energy and the ways people use energy. Students will also explore forces and changes in
motion during the 3rd nine weeks.

4™ Nine Weeks

Life Science is taught in the spring to take advantage of the many opportunities to investigate the life
cycles of plants and animals.
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